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Abstract

The development of instructional technology increases the use of
synchronous e-learning procedures which enable real-time student-instructor
and student-student interactions. The willingness to participate in group
discussions is affected by medium characteristics, discussion topic, and
participant personality. The two personality characteristics considered
influential in online behavior are extroversion-introversion and neuroticism.

The present study investigated readiness to participate in face-to-face
communication versus synchronous interaction through audio conferencing
and textual chat. Specifically, the study explored whether the willingness to
participate in group discussion relates to participant personality
(extroversion-introversion and neuroticism), medium characteristics, and type
of discussion topic. The data was collected by an online questionnaire which
was completed by 405 adult Israeli Internet users.

Results show that, generally, participants prefer conventional over sensitive
discussion topic; they also prefer face-to-face discussion rather than online
communication modes. It seems that participants' media preferences are
affected by their past experience in using audio conference and textual chat
communication. As hypothesized, participant personality affects the
willingness to partake in discussions: extroverts and participants with a low
level of neuroticism prefer taking part via a more revealing communication
medium; introverts and participants with a high level of neuroticism express
greater readiness for discussion via textual chat. Topic sensitivity interacts with
participant personality and type of medium, and adds to this trend. The study
results expand understanding of student behavior in synchronous e-learning.
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DYYNN DMDN DY OPNNYPN-NVN DIMINND NN DIWN SYSHN INNND DTN DY PV

.(Pickett, 1998) MPOIM NN ,NAN,NNNIY,MINNVIN MYNNNI

,J'\"TWD’? myad VPN .OMY NNMYPN 317y YINOVYND NYavin 1T Mannvnn NN
Caspi, Chajut) AMNAY NNV NI D-N NNIHVPNI YMYNYN 19INI NN MANNYN NNIND)
NN NN NUNY OIPNNN (& Saporta, 2008; Caspi, Chajut, Saporta & Beyth-Marom, 2006
U/82 1210 MONNYN INYD OPYN : NTNAR-ND INNN NDW OPNIOND DI¥IYI MINNYIN
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Beyth-Marom,) Y)1)79 ¥ 97¥N2 DMWN NTION NN NITYN NN PIADNY DOYIR-PA OO TIN
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,172N YaNNY YNMYTYT DTRD ININD I¥MN OTN .(Amichai-Hamburger, 2005, 2007) NP0y
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